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OLA, PALMA SOLA!  
         

    It has been my honor and my pleasure to know two Pulitzer Prize winners. The one 

Iõve known best and longest is Doug Blackmon, who won for a book he wrote, Slavery 

By Another Name. Doug chronicled the history of the convict labor system in the 

prisons of the South from Reconstruction through World War II.  Iõve known Doug 

since he was nine years old, was his pastor for a number of years, officiated at his 

wedding and I remain a huge fan of his work.  Doug has worked for the Atlanta 

newspapers, the Wall Street Journal, PBS, and the University of Virginia. 

    The other Pulitzer Prize winner was Don Whitehead.  Don was a friend of my uncle, 

Raymond Walker.  Don won two Pulitzers for his work as a war correspondent during 

World War II.  In his òretirement yearsó, Don wrote a regular column for my home-

town newspaper, the Knoxville News-Sentinel. 

    One of his columns that I remember after more than forty years was about 

October.  He said that if he only had one month to live, and could pick his month, he 

would pick October. Autumn weather, Fall foliage, college football, those were a few of 

his reasons. 

    W ell, if I could pick one month to live, I would pick November.  November begins 

with All Saints Day, when some churches in some Christian traditions remember all the 

saints, especially the ones that have died during the last twelve months. 

    It continues with Veterans Day, which I still remember as Armistice Day, which 

honors those who served in the military, keeping our nation free.  I recall parades on 

November 11 in my childhood where there were still Civil War Veterans from both 

sides riding in convertibles in the parade, and veterans from World War I and World 

War II marching in what remnants of uniforms they still had, or that they could still fit 

into.  My parents were both World War II veterans, and my brother, Jeff, is an Air Force 

veteran,  

    Weõll be honoring the veterans of our church family on November 8, when we have 
a special movie night on Veterans Day weekend. 
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    My birthday celebration follows close behind Veterans Day, and Iõm always thankful 
to God for another year of life.  November of 1974 marked the beginning of my first 

bout with cancer, and 45 years later, each anniversary is a milestone on a journey that 

could have ended much sooner. 
 

    November is Stewardship Season, and most pastors dread that.  I donõt.  I enjoy 
hearing about all the things the church is doing in the name of Jesus in the community 

and in the world with the tithes and offerings of the people of God, and I enjoy 

celebrating Godõs gifts to us. 
 

    But the main reason I love November is Thanksgiving!  I love Thanksgiving!  I love to 

be able to sit around the table with family and friends, eating all of the wonderful things 

that thanksgiving Dinner represents.  Turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, 

pecan pie, and for the last thirty years or so, swamp cabbage!  

     W hat I really love most about Thanksgiving is gathering with my church family to 

sing those old familiar hymns of thanksgiving to God.  Iõll preach the sermon Iõve 

preached so many times, based on a text from the prophet Habakkuk, and we will give 

thanks to God for another year, another harvest, another blessing. 

    Iõve been told Palma Sola Church doesnõt usually have a Thanksgiving Service.  Well, 
we are going to this year!  It will be on Wednesday, the 27th, at 4 P.M.  We will gather in 

the sanctuary.  I donõt expect the church to be full.  But our hearts will be full of thanks 

to God, and hopefully with the joy that comes from worshipping God.   
 

    Eight years ago in November, I retired!  I gave away a couple of pulpit robes, all my 

suits, and most of my library.  I thought I was just about finished with my ministry.  I had 

just been diagnosed with cancer again.  Different kind, different place, different 

treatment.  I thought that might be my last November, my last Thanksgiving service.   
 

    W ell, God was not finished with me yet. I found myself preaching almost every 

Sunday during my year of retirement.  I think in seven different churches in Peace River 

Presbytery.   I filled in for my friend Craig Countiss when he was having chemotherapy, 

and for the then-pastor at Northminster Church when he had Army Reserve duty 

once a month.       
 

    November of 2012 found me embarking on my first interim pastorate, at Marianna, 

Florida.  A year later, I added the job of Coordinating Presbyter for the Presbytery of 

Florida to my resume.    
 

    I sometimes think that November has been the best month of the year most of the 

years of my life, except for the June when I married Polly, and the January when our 

son, Kris, was born.  
 

    Thank you, Lord, for another November! 
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 FELLOWSHIP HALL   
 

November 7th & 21st 
7:00 am 

 

Come and join us for our lively 
discussions on the Life Lessons 
from Acts by Max Lucado. 

 

See schedule on Page 12! 
 

MENõS MINISTRY 
 

MEETING NOVEMBER 12th 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

We will be sewing play clothes for 
migrant preschool children. 

We would love to  have more sewers  to 
show Christôs love to                           
the children in need.   

Nancy Slocum 
792-4884 

slocumnl@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACKING 

EVENT 10/24  

AT AGAPE 

FLIGHTS  
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Page 4 November 2019 

 

Palma Sola made a big commitment to our food security focus by hosting a Rise Against 

Hunger meal packing event on October 12th. Over 90 volunteers including scouts, Palma 

Sola Elementary families, Creative Arts Academy students and others joined together to pack 

14,256 life giving soy and rice meals. These meals will be sent all over the world to feed 

those in need. It was a day filled with music, laughter and lots of fun! Thanks to all who attended! 

Highlights of October:  
¶ Palma Solan's donated almost 300 books  which were distributed to children attending this 

year's Remote Area Medical clinic. RAM provides free health, dental, and vision care to the 

uninsured and served over 1600 people at their most recent event in Manatee County.  

¶ W e matched adult pen pals with 90 second grade students at Palma Sola 

Elementary  for this school year! We also showed our appreciation for teachers and staff by 

helping with dinner and providing home baked desserts for Parent/Teacher Conference night, 

as well as a "blessing" dinner for one lucky teacher.  

¶ W e welcomed Oasis Charter Middle School to the neighborhood with breakfast for 

teachers and staff on their recent Record Day. We look forward to exploring ways to 

partner with them in the future.  

¶ W e hosted a fun jam session and sing along for the Bradenton Ukulele Movement  

group led by member Janice Saylor. What a great way to share our beautiful campus with 

others in the community!  

¶ W e packed 210 Thanksgiving meal care packages  to be sent through Agape Flights to 

missionaries in the Caribbean. Each meal contained a heartfelt message of gratitude and 

support written during our new Write from the Heart outreach ministry. This small 

gesture means so much to those who are far away during the holiday season. Thanks to all 

who participated!  

¶ From our September Outreach Offering and budgeted funds, support in the amount of $876 

was sent to Bible Mission USA . With your generosity, Bibles and other religious materials 

will be given to all in need. Way to go!  

¶ Through your pocket change donations, $643 was sent to F.E.L.T.  to provide weekend 

backpacks of food for hungry school children in Manatee County. 

Upcoming in November:  

¶ Movie Night, Friday, November 8th! Gather in 

Fellowship Hall at 7 pm, grab some popcorn and a drink and 

enjoy a night of fellowship and fun with a showing of the 

movie Unbroken: Path to Redemption, the continuation of 

the Louis Zamparini story first told in the book Unbroken. The 

movie is free and open to the community. Invite a friend and 

join together to celebrate and honor our veterans on this 

special evening. 

Outreach Ministry  Team Update   


